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Shire of Brookton 
Special Meeting of Council held 25 March 2021 

Commenced at 6.00 pm 
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1.03.21 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

 
The Shire President declared the meeting open at 5.50pm.  
 
On behalf of Council I would like to acknowledge that this meeting is being held on the traditional lands 
of the Nyoongar People and pay respect to all Elders, past, present and emerging. I wish to acknowledge 
and respect local people’s continuing culture and the contribution they make to Country and it’s life.  
 

2.03.21 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 
Elected Members (Voting)   
Cr KL Crute   (Shire President)    
Cr NC Walker   (Deputy Shire President)     
CR CE Hartl    
Cr RT Fancote 
Cr TD Lilly 
 
Staff (Non-Voting) 
Ian D’Arcy   Chief Executive Officer   
Kellie Bartley   Manager Corporate and Community 
Mikel Haramborne  Manager Infrastructure and Emergency 
Danni Chard   Executive Governance Officer 
 
Apologies 
Cr MG Macnab 
Cr BK Watts   
 
Leave of absence 
Nil.  
 
Members of the Public 
Nil.  
 

03.03.21 ANNOUNCEMENTYS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

 

04.03.21 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

 
Members and Officers to declare Financial, Proximity or Impartiality Interests & submit forms to the 
Chief Executive Officer at the commencement of the meeting and also prior to the item. 

 
Disclosure of Financial & Proximity Interests 

a. Members must disclose the nature of their interest in matters to be considered at the meeting. 
(Sections 5.60B and 5.65 of the Local Government Act 1995). 

b. Employees must disclose the nature of their interest in reports or advice when giving the report 
or advice to the meeting.  (Sections 5.70 and 5.71 of the Local Government Act  1995). 

 
Disclosure of Interest Affecting Impartiality 

a. Members and staff must disclose their interest in matters to be considered at the meeting in 
respect of which the member or employee has given or will give advice.  
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Financial, Proximity and Impartiality Interests 
 

Item no. Members/Officers Type of 
Interest 

Nature of Interest 

Nil.  
 

5.03.21 2020 COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN 

File No: ADM 0333 
Date of Meeting: 25 March 2021 
Location/Address: N/A   
Name of Applicant: N/A 
Name of Owner: Shire of Brookton 
Author/s: Kellie Bartley – Manager Corporate and Community 
Authorising Officer: Ian D’Arcy – Chief Executive Officer 
Declaration of Interest: The author and authorising officer have no interest in this matter.  
Voting Requirements: Simple Majority  
Previous Report: Nil 

 
Summary of Item:   
This report relates to the Council’s adoption of the Shire of Brookton’s Annual Compliance Audit Return 
for 2020. 
 
Description of Proposal: 
To present to the Council the Annual Compliance Audit Return (CAR) 2020 for consideration and 
adoption. The CAR is to assist Council in monitoring its organisational functions and report to the 
Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries on its level of compliance. 
 
Background: 
On an annual basis respective Western Australia Local Governments are required under legislation to 
complete an annual CAR that largely represents a self-audit of the Shire’s compliance against specific 
regulations and standards. These statutory obligations are listed in Regulation 13 of the Local 
Government (Audit) Regulations, 1996. The compliance audit review considers the business of Council 
for a full calendar year, in this instance being from 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020.  
 
After the Compliance Audit Return has been presented to the Council at the March Special Council 
Meeting, a certified copy of the Return along with the relevant section of the minutes and any additional 
information explaining or qualifying the compliance audit is to be submitted to the Director General, 
Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries by 31st March 2021. 
 
In consideration of the above process, the Audit and Risk Committee is to consider the CAR 2020, which 
now forms the basis of this report and recommendation to Council. 
 
Pursuant to Regulation 14, each Local Government must complete a CAR against the checklist of 
statutory compliance issues included in the 2020 return.  Once completed, the Compliance Audit Return 
is to be; 
 

(a) presented at a meeting of the Audit and Risk Committee; 
(b) presented to Council at the next available meeting (March 2021 Special Council Meeting); 
(c) subsequently adopted by the Council as an acceptance of the organisation’s compliance; and 
(d) the adoption recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is adopted. 
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The 2020 CAR focuses on the following areas of compliance: 
 
 1. Commercial Enterprises by Local Governments 
 2. Delegation of Power/Duty 
 3. Disclosure of Interest 
 4. Disposal of Property 
 5. Elections 
 6. Finance 
 7. Integrated Planning and Reporting 
 8. Local Government Employees 
 9. Official Conduct 
 10. Optional questions 
 11. Tenders for Providing Goods and Services 
 
The process involves gathering responses to the 102 questions where two non-compliance points has 
been flagged with respect to the compliance within the section of disclosure of interests.   
 
It has been identified that one primary return was lodged 7 days after the due date as required under 
legislation and one annual return has not been submitted within the schedule timeframe at all.  All other 
areas are within the requirements for reporting on the CAR. 
      
A copy of the Compliance Audit Return 2020 is provided at Attachment 5.03.21A for the Committee’s 
reference. 
 
Consultation: 
Consultation has been undertaken with relevant officers in regard to compliance requirements being 
met, or not.  
 
Statutory Environment:   
The Council is obliged to complete and submit the Brookton Compliance Audit Return 2020 in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 and the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996. 
 

• Section 7.13(1)(i) of the Local Government Act, 1995 requires local governments to carry out, in 
the prescribed manner and in a form approved by the Minister an audit of compliance with 
statutory requirements prescribed in the Local Government (Audit) Regulations, 1996. 

• Regulation 13 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations, 1996 details the statutory 
requirements that must be addressed within the compliance audit. 

• Regulation 14 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations, 1996 specifies the requirement to 
undertake a compliance audit for the annual period 1 January to 31 December and the process 
by which the audit return is to be considered by Council. 

• Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 details the actions to be taken 
to certify the audit return and to submit the return by 31 March following the period to which 
the return relates. 

 
Relevant Plans and Policy:  
Nil. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil. 
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Risk Assessment: 
There is a risk that Council will be in breach of its statutory obligations should it not complete and adopt 
the Brookton - Compliance Audit Return 2020. Accordingly, it has been assessed that the level of risk is 
high. 
 

Consequence Insignificant Minor Moderate Major Extreme 

Likelihood 

Almost Certain Medium  High High  Severe Severe 

Likely Low  Medium High High Severe 

Possible Low  Medium Medium  High High 

Unlikely Low  Low Medium Medium High 

Rare Low  Low Low Low Medium 

 
Risk Rating Action  

LOW Monitor for continuous improvement. 
 

 

MEDIUM Comply with risk reduction measures to keep risk as low as reasonably 

practical. 

 

 

HIGH Review risk reduction and take additional measures to ensure risk is as low 

as reasonably achievable. 

 

 

SEVERE 
Unacceptable. Risk reduction measures must be implemented before 

proceeding. 

 

 

 
Community & Strategic Objectives: 
This proposal relates to delivery of core business and services detailed in the Shire of Brookton 
Corporate Compendium – May 2018, duly appended to the Next Generation BROOKTON Corporate 
Business Plan <2021.  
 
Specifically, the CAR aligns to the following Business Unit and Function: 
 
1. Governance 

 
1.9 Maintain statutory compliance registers  

  
Comment 
The Compliance Audit Return is seen as an internal control monitoring process and as such is a useful 
tool for the Chief Executive Officer to report the Audit Committee, and then on to Council and the 
Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries on performance against the Shire’s 
statutory obligations.   
 
In general, it has been assessed that the performance of the Shire of Brookton generally accords with 
the statutory compliance requirements under the Local Government Act, 1995 and Local Government 
(Audit) Regulations, 1996. 
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OFFICER AND AUDIT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION  
 
That Council: 
 

1. Pursuant to Regulation 14(3) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 adopts the 
Brookton– Compliance Audit Return 2020 for the period 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020, 
as presented in Attachment 5.03.21A. of this report.  

 
2. Forward a certified copy of the Shire of Brookton– Compliance Audit Return 2020 to the 

‘Executive Director’ of the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries in 
accordance with Regulation 15(1) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996. 

 

SCM 03.21-08 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
MOVED Cr Fancote   SECONDED Cr Lilly  
 
That Council: 
 

1. Pursuant to Regulation 14(3) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 adopts the 
Brookton– Compliance Audit Return 2020 for the period 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020, 
as presented in Attachment 5.03.21A. of this report.  

 
2. Forward a certified copy of the Shire of Brookton– Compliance Audit Return 2020 to the 

‘Executive Director’ of the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries in 
accordance with Regulation 15(1) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996. 

 
CARRIED BY SIMPLE MAJORITY VOTE 5/0 

 
 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 5.03.21A 
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Attachment 5.03.21A 
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6.03.21 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING 

 

7.03.21 CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 

 

8.03.21 NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE 

 
The next Ordinary meeting of the Council will be held on Thursday 15th April 2021 commencing at 6.00 
pm. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 5.51pm. 
 


