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Shire of Brookton 
Bushfire Advisory Committee held 15 June 2021 

Commenced at 7.00 pm 
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1.06.21 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ ATTENDANCE 

 
Attendance 
The Presiding Member opened the meeting at 7.00pm and welcomed Councillors, Committee members 
and Staff. 
 
On behalf of Council I would like to acknowledge that this meeting is being held on the traditional lands 
of the Nyoongar People and pay respect to all Elders, past, present and emerging. I wish to acknowledge 
and respect local people’s continuing culture and the contribution they make to Country and it’s life.  
 
Elected Members (Voting)   
Cr Katrina Crute  (Shire President)    
Cr Tamara Lilly 
 
Committee Members (Voting) 
Travis Eva  (Deputy Bushfire Control Officer)  
 
Central Brigade 
Troy Bassett 
Blair Montague  
 
East Brigade 
Bevan Walkers 
 
West Brigade 
Len Simmons 
 
Other Agencies 
Blake Halford  Department of Fire and Emergency  entered at 7.04pm 
 
Staff (Non-Voting) 
Ian D’Arcy  Chief Executive Officer   
Anthia Craig  Infrastructure Officer 
Jason Carrall  Community Emergency Services Manager 
Sandie Spencer Local Recovery Coordinator 
Danni Chard  Executive Governance Officer 
 
Apologies 
Murray Hall  (Chief Bushfire Control Officer) 
Tim Evans 
Georgie Beecroft (Secretary) 
Jamie Blight 
Ashley Hobbs 
Scott Atkins 
Neville Messenger 
Scott Atkins  
William Wilkinson 
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2.06.21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

2.06.21.01 BUSHFIRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING – 16 MARCH 2021 

 
BFAC 06.21-01 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
MOVED Travis Eva  SECONDED Blair Montague  
 
That the minutes of the Bushfire Advisory Committee meeting held in the Shire of Brookton Council 
Chambers, on Tuesday 16th March 2021, be confirmed as a true and correct record of the proceedings. 
 

CARRIED BY SIMPLE MAJORITY VOTE 7/0 
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3.06.21 STATUS TABLE 

 
Black – No changes from previous reports 
Yellow – Updated from previous report 
Blue – Additions from latest Bushfire Advisory Committee meetings 
 

Item # Date 
Initiated 

Item Details Officer Status 
Update 

Assigned 
to 

Comment % 
Completed 

1 16Mar21 Obtain list of courses and dates to all brigade 
members.  

In progress CESM List sent out to captains and awaiting 
response for numbers and preferred 
dates. 

80% 

2 16Mar21 Brigades to send CESM confirmed minutes for 
each Brigade.  

East Brigade 
Central Brigade 
West Brigade  

CESM Each brigade has submitted their 
minutes to CESM.  COMPLETED 

3 16Mar21 Further information with recent changes for 
LGIS – Workplace Work Health and Safety Act 
2020 

Ongoing CESM Meeting held with CEO, MCC & ODO 
on the future changes with WHS Act 
and the new provisions to be released 
on the new regulations.  LGIS will be 
working with internal staff to assist 
and provide as much information to 
assist and provide the required 
documentation on what this means 
for volunteers and specific to Bush 
Fire Brigade Members.  WALGA, DFES 
& LGIS are working together to 
achieve the outcomes required. 
Refer to attached flyer. 

10% 

4 16Mar21 Water tanks – Shire to confirm the water flow 
and report back.  

Not yet 
commenced 

CESM Nil. 
0% 

5 16Mar21 Keys to Depot for refuelling and consideration 
with the current process and advise members. 

Ongoing CESM Key box in working order with correct 
key now provided. Most members 
have been notified. 

95% 

6 16Mar21 Review water issues and possible placement 
of tanks in the district. 

In progress CESM Long term project with more 
consultation with brigade members 5% 
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on placement of tanks, also different 
options and costings required. 

7 16Mar21 Review through LGGS for maintenance on 
vehicles 

Pending approval 
from DFES 

CESM LGGS has been submitted for the 
2021/2022 year.  Notification will 
come through the approval process 
with DFES. 

25% 

8 16Mar21 Review (Wearn) Radios through LGGS Scheme  2 radio transfers 
pending, East & 
Central (tender 5)  

CESM Radio maintenance has been 
completed on all radios for the 20-21 
Period. Next servicing is due in the 
21-22 Period. Please refer to report 
attached. 

90% 

9 16Mar21 Shire to investigate better communication for 
absentee/landholders/hobby farmers. 

In progress MCC/MIE/ 
CESM 

MCC to review with the aspects of the 
Shire’s engagement on the areas in 
Rates, Budget & shire website. 
CESM to review with the Firebreak 
notice. 
Mailouts and details will be done with 
the normal rating period (anticipated 
date: Late July/early Aug) 

25% 

10 16Mar21 Review best method for absent landholders 
with identification for best contact details.  

Not yet 
commenced 

CESM CESM to follow up with Rates Officer 
to see how the best way to combat 
these details.  Ie New Welcome Pack, 
emergency pack and community 
engagement event. 

10% 

11 16Mar21 Communication to absentee landholders with 
regards to slashing/fire bans/ fire breaks.  

In progress CESM CESM to follow up on the current 
firebreaks and make sure details are 
noted on this pamphlet. 
To follow up with a separate 
correspondence with the SFO/CESM 
to advise of the understanding of 
contacts, fire season, harvest ban 
phone line. 

25% 
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Action List: Item 3 – Attachment LGIS Flyer 
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4.06.21 PRESENTATIONS 

Nil.  
 

5.06.21 REPORTS 

 

4.06.21.01 AUTHORISATION OF DUAL FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS – SHIRE OF WANDERING, PINGELLY 
AND CORRIGIN 

File No: ADM 0191 
Date of Meeting: 15 June 2021 
Location/Address: N/A   
Name of Applicant: Shire of Wandering, Shire of Pingelly and Shire of Corrigin 
Name of Owner: N/A 
Author/s: Jason Carrall - CESM 
Authorising Officer: Kelli Bartley – Manager Corporate and Community   
Declaration of Interest: Nil          
Voting Requirements: Simple Majority 
Previous Report: N/A 

 
Summary of Item:   
In accordance with legislative requirements the Council is required to formal appoint its Bushfire Control 

Officers. This is done to ensure compliance and lawfully legitimise their authorisation under Bush Fires Act 

1954, in fulfilling their duty. 

 

Description of Proposal: 
This report seeks Council’s consideration to appointing Dual Fire Control Officers from the Shire of 

Wandering, Shire of Pingelly and Shire of Corrigin.  

Background: 
Council has been requested by the Shire of Beverley to appoint Dual Fire Control Officers under the Bush 
Fires Act, 1954 to empower these volunteers to act in their appointed roles across the municipal boundary.  
 
This includes the appointment of the following people in the capacity of Dual Fire Control Officer from  
 
Shire of Wandering:  
      

• Mr P Monk 

• Mr GR Parsons 
 
Shire of Pingelly:  
 

• Rodney Leonard Shaddick 

• Robert Alexander Kirk 

• Jeffrey Bernard Edwards 

• Victor Arthur Lee 

• Malcolm Leslie Cunningham 

• Adam Lindsay Watts 
 
Shire of Corrigin:  
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• Greg Evans 

• Braden Grylls 
 

A copy of the letter from the Shire of Wandering are provided at Attachment 15.06.20.02A, a copy of the 
letter from the Shire of Pingelly at Attachment 15.06.20.02B, and a copy of the letter from the Shire of 
Corrigin at Attachment 15.06.20.02C.  
 
Consultation: 
There has been no consultation in relation to this matter.  
 
Statutory Environment:   
As mentioned the appointment of a Dual Fire Control Officer for the 2021/22 Bush Fire season is 
undertaken in accordance with Section 38 of the Bush Fires Act, 1954.      
 
Relevant Plans and Policy:  
There are no plans or policies applicable to this proposal. 
 
Financial Implications: 
There is no impost on the Shire’s finances in relation to this matter.  
 
Risk Assessment: 
Without the required authorisation from Council there is a perceived high level risk in relation to the duties 
performed by the newly appointed Dual Fire Control Officers, which could be deemed unlawful and 
potentially invalid should their actions be challenged through a judicial process. Therefore, the level of risk 
is assessed against the following matrix table as ‘Medium’.   
 

Consequence 
Insignificant Minor Moderate Major Extreme 

Likelihood 

Almost Certain Medium  High High  Severe Severe 

Likely Low  Medium High High Severe 

Possible Low  Medium Medium  High High 

Unlikely Low  Low Medium Medium High 

Rare Low  Low Low Low Medium 

 

Risk Rating Action  

LOW Monitor for continuous improvement. 
 
 

MEDIUM 
Comply with risk reduction measures to keep risk as low as reasonably 

practical. 

 

 

HIGH 
Review risk reduction and take additional measures to ensure risk is as low 

as reasonably achievable. 

 

 

SEVERE 
Unacceptable. Risk reduction measures must be implemented before 

proceeding. 
 

 
Community & Strategic Objectives: 
This proposal relates to the delivery of core business and services detailed in the Shire of Brookton 
Corporate Compendium – October 2020, duly appended to the Next Generation BROOKTON Corporate 
Business Plan <2021.  
 
Specifically, this appointment aligns to:  
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8. Emergency Management 
 

8.7  Support Bushfire Volunteer Brigades / Volunteer Emergency Services  
 
Comment 
Nil. 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the Bushfire Advisory Committee recommend Council appoints under Section 38 of the Bush Fires Act, 
1954 the following fire control officers from the: 
 

Shire of Wandering: 

• Mr P Monk 

• Mr GR Parsons 
 

Shire of Pingelly:  

• Rodney Leonard Shaddick 

• Sam MacNamara 

• Brodie Cunningham 

• Jeffrey Bernard Edwards 

• Victor Arthur Lee 

• Malcolm Leslie Cunningham 

• Adam Lindsay Watts 
 

Shire of Corrigin:  

• Greg Evans 

• Braden Grylls 
 
as authorised officers in the capacity of Dual Fire Control Officer for 2021/2022 Bush Fire Season.   
 
BFAC 06.21-02 
BFAC RECOMMENDATION  
MOVED Blair Montague SECONDED Travis Eva 
 
That the Bushfire Advisory Committee recommend Council appoints under Section 38 of the Bush Fires 
Act, 1954 the following fire control officers from the: 
 

Shire of Wandering: 

• Mr P Monk 

• Mr GR Parsons 
 

Shire of Pingelly:  

• Rodney Leonard Shaddick 

• Sam MacNamara 

• Brodie Cunningham 

• Jeffrey Bernard Edwards 

• Victor Arthur Lee 

• Malcolm Leslie Cunningham 

• Adam Lindsay Watts 
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Shire of Corrigin:  

• Greg Evans 

• Braden Grylls 
 
as authorised officers in the capacity of Dual Fire Control Officer for 2021/2022 Bush Fire Season.   
. 

CARRIED BY SIMPLE MAJORITY VOTE 7/0 
 
Attachment 
4.06.21.01A – Letter from Shire of Wandering 
4.06.21.01B – Letter from Shire of Pingelly 
4.06.21.01C – Letter from Shire of Corrigin 
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Attachment 4.06.21.01A 
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Attachment 4.06.21.01B 
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Attachment 4.06.21.01C 
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4.06.21.02 COMMUNITY EMERGENCY SERVICES MANAGER (CESM) 

 
Report from Brookton’s CESM and update of:  
 

➢ Volunteer memberships  

▪ Formulated spreadsheets for each brigade, to be reviewed and updated monthly.  

➢ Training (Timetable will be available at the meeting) 

o FCO’s 

o Ground Controller 

o Bushfire Safety and Awareness 

o Firefighting skills 

o Farmer Response (when Available) 

ACTION ITEM: Training course detail to be provided to all brigades by Friday 18/06/21, brigades to 

advise Jason of training requirements no later than 30/06/21.  

▪ Information to be sent to all brigades regarding the breakdown and prerequisite 

courses (which courses are required prior to other courses). Recognition of prior 

learning for some courses (RPL), (potentially be able to complete the test without 

completing the course), Blake to advise.   

a) Bushfire safety and awareness (2 days – potentially one evening and one day, 

depending on attendance level) 

o Entry level training (accredited)  

o Level 1 

b) Basic firefighting skills (2 days) 

o Level 2 

c) Fire Control Officer (1/2 day) 

o Legislation and Bushfire Act, Issuing Permits.   

d) Ground controller (1 day course)  

o (Targeted at senior brigade members, fire knowledge, radio comms 

experience e.g. directing water bomber).  

e) Farmer response course (1/2 day) – not accredited.  

o (Not released yet: expected release date August/September 2021) 

(basic: safety knowledge, targeting those who have not had formal 

training, seasonal workers) – can be delivered without a DFES 

number.  

o Business who could benefit from this course.  

▪ BALCO  

▪ Egg farm  

▪ Tianco  

▪ SP Hay  

▪ CBH  

➢ Exercise with FCO’s, Captains, Shire staff, and Chief’s – to be discussed.  

o Regional exercise in Brookton this year.  

▪ Desktop exercise and/or real exercise  

▪ FCO’s & Captains (pre-season fire forum)  

• Late September/early October 2021  

▪ Run exercise with LEMC (re: lessons learnt, emergency management framework, 

FCOs to attend and communicate with the LEMC).  
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➢ Insurance implications regarding training (LGIS) 

o Flyers attached for reference and to be distributed to members 

o LGIS – will be working with the Shire Officers to make sure going for the Volunteers are well 

informed of the changes. 

o WALGA, DFES & LGIS are all working on the new changes under the WHS Act and new 

regulations to be released in later this year. 

o Refer to Attachment 1 (3 Steps to Safety overview) & 2 (LGIS Bush Fire Insurance Info 

Sheet) 

▪ LGIS to present to BFAC the risks of WHS Act, and how this will affect bushfire 

volunteers.  

➢ Brookton East & West fire sheds 

o Submitted to DFES by 26th March 2021 (2021/22 financial year, to go through Council 

budgeting process) – still awaiting approval from DFES.  

➢ Balco’s request to extend Permit area exemptions (For Harvest and Vehicle movement bans) 

o To be applied for annually by Balco – No response to date from Balco.  

▪ Action Item: Communication to commence with Balco by October 2021 regarding 

Permit Area exemptions (sooner rather than later) 

▪ Action Item: Potential Permit Area Exemption required for Tianco.   

➢ 2021/2022 ESL Budget  

o Finalised  

o Safety/PPE gear (increased)  

o Maintenance on fast fill trailers (to be covered under ESL)  

➢ DUAL Bush Fire Officers 

o As per attached agenda item and officer’s recommendation 

➢ Bush Fire Notice & Absentee landholders 

Section 33 of the Bush Fires Act 1954 provides a local government the ability to make a Notice 
requiring all owners or occupiers of land within the district to take measures for preventing the 
outbreak of a bush fire, or for preventing the spread or extension of a bush fire which may occur. 
 
The Shire Officers has reviewed the current Firebreak Notice, with minor changes made to include 
comment for Absentee Landholders/Hobby Farmers. The 2021/22 Shire of Brookton Firebreak 
Notice is contained in Attachment 4.06.21.02A. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION  
 

That Bush Fire Advisory Committee pursuant to section 33 of the Bush Fires Act, 1954 recommends to 
Council to adopt the Shire of Brookton Firebreak Notice for 2021/2022 season as contained in Attachment 
4.06.21.02A. 
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BFAC 06.21-03 
BFAC RECOMMENDATION  
MOVED B. Montague SECONDED T. Bassett  
 
That Bush Fire Advisory Committee pursuant to section 33 of the Bush Fires Act, 1954 recommends to 
Council to adopt the Shire of Brookton Firebreak Notice for 2021/2022 season, with the amended 
wording provided below to be included in the Notice contained in Attachment 4.06.21.02A. 
 

CARRIED BY SIMPLE MAJORITY VOTE 7/0 
 

It is the landowner’s responsibility, NOT a 
contractor, to ensure your property 
complies with the annual Fire Break Notice.  

 

Attachment 
4.06.21.02A – 2021/22 Firebreak Notice 
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5.06.21 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
T. Bassett  
Inspection on REED Brookton (Childcare Centre) to occur next week. Need to find out who is qualified to 
complete inspection.  

➢ Review fire plan and inspect facility.  
 
Blake Halford - DFES 
Bushfire Risk Management Officer, currently acting Area Officer (3 weeks – there may be a possibility of 
this being extended depending on staff movements).  
 
Ian D’Arcy – CEO 
Water supply, looking to double capacity at Happy Valley to 400,000L storage to ensure water is assured 
in the event of an emergency. Also looking to leverage funding for potentially more water sources 
available at remote locations throughout the Shire.  
 

6.06.21 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING 

Nil.  
 

7.06.21 NEXT MEETING AND CLOSURE 

 
Next meeting:  

➢ Tuesday 28th September 2021 at 7.00pm  
 
There being no further business, the presiding member declared the meeting closed at 8.22pm.  
 


