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1.01.19 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

 
The presiding member declared the Annual Electors Meeting open at 7.02pm and welcomed all in 
attendance.  
 
Present 
Elected Members   
Cr KL Crute   (Shire President)    
Cr NC Walker   (Deputy Shire President)     
Cr KH Mills 
Cr RT Fancote 
Cr LR Eyre    
CR CE Hartl    
 
Staff  
Ian D’Arcy   Chief Executive Officer   
Vicki Morris   Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Danni Chard   Acting Executive Officer 
 
Members of the Public 
Tracy Wood   Di Eva    Jo Walters 
Jan Eva    Lynn Messenger  Jane Mills 
Graeme Wearne  Lynne Bassett   Olive Bennell 
Patricia Stewart  Cathy O’Neill   Inez Northover 
Brad Eyre   Naomi Eyre   Leoni McGuire 
Julie Jefferson   Rosalie Pech Eva  Des Pike 
Sue Pike   John Hassell   Judy Sudholz 
Patricia Henderer  Brian Williams   Betty Macines 
Beverley Matthews  John Vuretich   Graeme Kerr 
Judy Kerr   Derek Eagles   Denise Walters    
Laurie Johnson  Neil Jefferson   Ron Diagn 
Judy Williams   Cliff Fishlock   Yvonne Challer 
Rob Stedman   Gail Macnab   Graeme Sudholz 
Gavin Pepper   Brad Slater   Sarah Slater 
N. Whittington  A. Whittington   Marjory Watson 
Marion Smith   A. Copping   B. Copping 
J. Messenger   L Messenger   Lois Beecroft 
Jannine Thompson  Troy Bassett   Stuart Billingham (Acting CEO Pingelly) 
Terry Walsh    Eric Pech   Cr Bill Mulroney (Pres. Pingelly) 
Cr E Hodges (Pingelly)  Peggy Skane   Jackie Ellington 
Julie Jefferson   Colin Mills    
Cr Dee Ridgeway (Pres. Beverley)   
 
(Note to Minute: As all attendees did not record their details on the attendance sheet provided as there 
were approx. 120 people in attendance from Shire of Brookton and surrounds, including representatives 
from the neighbouring Beverley and Pingelly Local Governments) 
 
Apology 
Cr TM Eva   Barry Coote  
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2.01.19 BUSINESS OF THE MEETING 

 
In accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996, the 
matters to be discussed at a General Electors' Meeting are, firstly, the contents of the annual report for 
the previous financial year and then any other general business. 
 

2.01.19.01 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL MEETING  

 
RECOMMENDED PROCEDURAL MOTION 1 
RECOMMEND that the minutes of the Annual Electors Meeting of the of the Shire of Brookton held on 
17th January 2018 as circulated, be adopted as a true and correct record of proceedings. 
 
The Presiding Member called for the Annual Report to be received.  
 
AEM 01.19-01 
PROCEDURAL RESOLUTION 
MOVED CR Fancote  SECONDED CR Walker 
 
RECOMMEND that the minutes of the Annual Electors Meeting of the of the Shire of Brookton held on 
17th January 2018 as circulated, be adopted as a true and correct record of proceedings. 

 
CARRIED BY SIMPLE MAJORITY VOTE 6-0 
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2.01.19.02 ANNUAL REPORT, ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND AUDITORS REPORT FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2018 

File No: ADM0323 
Date of Meeting: 17 January 2019 
Author and Authorising Officer: Ian D’Arcy – Chief Executive Officer  
Declaration of Interest: Nil          

 

RECOMMENDED PROCEDURAL MOTION 1 
That the Annual Report for the Shire of Brookton for the year 2017/2018 incorporating the Annual Financial 
Statements and the Auditor’s Report for the year be RECEIVED.  
 

Statutory Environment:   
Pursuant to Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996, there is a need for the 
electors for the Shire of Brookton to firstly receive and then accept the Annual Report that includes the Annual 
Financial Statements and Auditor’s Report for the 2017/2018 year. 
 
A copy of the Shire of Brookton Annual Report 2017/2018 is provided as Attachment 2.01.19.01. 
 
Matters to be Considered:  
Attendees of the meeting are welcome to request clarification or further information in relation to the following 
components of the 2017/2018 Annual Report:    
 

 Shire President’s Report 
 Chief Executive Officer’s Report 
 Other statutory reporting  
 Financial Report and Statements  
 Auditor’s Report  

 
 RECOMMENDATION PROCEDURAL MOTION 2 
That the Annual Report for the Shire of Brookton for the year 2017/2018 incorporating the Annual Financial 
Statements and the Auditor’s Report for the year be ACCEPTED. 
 
 

AEM 01.19-02 
PROCEDURAL RESOLUTION MOTION 1 
MOVED CR Hartl  SECONDED CR Fancote 
 
That the Annual Report for the Shire of Brookton for the year 2017/2018 incorporating the Annual 
Financial Statements and the Auditor’s Report for the year be RECEIVED. 
 

CARRIED BY SIMPLE MAJORITY VOTE 6-0 
 
No questions or comments were raised on the 2017/2018 Annual Report and Annual Financial Statements. 
 



Shire of Brookton - Annual Meeting of Electors Minutes 17 January 2019     6  
 

Question Received on Notice  

 

The Shire President read out the following question received from Mr Barry Coote (an apology for the 

meeting) and the corresponding answer:    

 

QUESTION: 

In the Annual Report – what does the financial statement (page 5) mean – Current Liabilities – Trade 

and Other Receivables and other Payables – what is this and what are the figures made up on?  

 

ANSWER:  

Trade and other receivables are liabilities current held by the Shire. Trade and payable items can 

include rates outstanding, aged care bonds (as these need to be paid back) and sundry debtors 

outstanding to the Shire (See Notes 5 & Note 9 for more information).  

 

In accounting terms trade receivables is the dollar amount billed by the Shire to customers and other 

organisations for goods and services in the ordinary course of business. Generally these can be 

looked at as payments that are overdue to the Shire. As an example, rates that are not paid by the 

due date.  

 
The Shire President then called for any further questions on the Annual Report, reaffirming that 
questions on the proposed sale of Lot 511 would be addressed in a separate forum immediately 
following the Annual Electors meeting.       
 
There being no further questions from the public gallery the second procedural motion was presented. 
 
 

AEM 01.19-02 
PROCEDURAL RESOLUTION MOTION 2 
MOVED CR Hartl  SECONDED CR Mills 
 
That the Annual Report for the Shire of Brookton for the year 2017/2018 incorporating the Annual 
Financial Statements and the Auditor’s Report for the year be ACCEPTED. 
 

CARRIED BY SIMPLE MAJORITY VOTE 6-0 
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Attachment 2.01.19.01 
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2.01.19.02 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

Questions Received on Notice 

 

The following question was received by Mr. Eric Pech, present at the meeting:   

 

QUESTION:  

Why did Council deliberately mislead and misrepresent the Shire’s rate increase of 2.5% for the 2017-2018 

financial year. A clarifying statement to all residents and ratepayers should have been issued by the Shire 

stating that the rate increase was 8.9% and not 2.5%, where the rate increase was added to property 

revaluations. 

(Background Information – Mr. Pech called the Shire CEO, Shire President and Councillors seeking a 

clarifying statement that said the increase in the rate revenue collected in the 2017-2018 Financial year 

was not 2.5%, but 8.9%. Mr. Pech also forwarded an email from Mr. Andrew Borrett – Department of 

Local Government on the rate increase for the Shire of Brookton as provided in Attachment 2.01.19.02. Mr 

Pech has given permission for this email to be presented at this meeting and published in the minutes.)  

 

ATTACHMENT 2.01.19.02 
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The Shire President presented the following response to Mr. Pech’s question: 
  

ANSWER: 
The Council discussed this matter and elected not to issue a statement. 

The quantum of rates payable is determined by three factors: 

 The method of valuation of the land 

 The valuation of the land and improvements 

 The rate in the dollar applied to that valuation by the Shire. 

 The Shire imposes a rate in the dollar which is applied to the valuations applied by the Valuer 

General. 

 

The rates levied on each property depends on the valuation provided by the Valuer General. Revaluations 

can result in property valuations within the Shire that could increase or decrease or stay the same and so 

on. The rate amount and % for each property can also increase, decrease or remain the same. 

People can appeal the valuation applied to the property to the Valuer General. 

Notwithstanding, the Council does acknowledge the email advice from the Department of Local 

Government and that information prepared and circulated to the ratepayers needs to be consistent in the 

language used to avoid misinterpretation of the annual rate increase. The Council will therefore work the 

Department and Office of Auditor General to ensure the correct application and language is used in 

setting future rate increases.  

 

Mr. Pech then raised the following question: 

QUESTION: 
Was the Council informed by staff of this issue and my concerns?  

 
The Shire President advised:  
 

ANSWER: 
Yes. The Council was informed by Staff and did discussed this matter at length before adopting this year’s 
Budget.  
  

 

Question Without Notice  

 

Mr. Terry Walsh raised the following question: 

 

QUESTION:  

Why am I receiving overdue notices for my rates, when by law we have 1 year to pay them.  
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The CEO responded to the question: 

 

ANSWER:  

The non-payment of rates does not fall away after one year, but accumulates as an outstanding debt.   

You can defer, with an accumulation of rates up to 3 years. After this time, the Shire can take further 

action.  

 

Mr. Walsh then asked: 

  

QUESTION:  

I pay $100 per month. Why am I still receiving the notices?  

 

The CEO responded:  

 

ANSWER:  

If you have made extraordinary arrangements to pay your rates, this arrangement needs to be adhered to, 

otherwise you will continue to receive letters (notices) on a regular basis as the outstanding payment 

accumulates.   

 

 

 

3.01.19 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

 
With there being no further questions from the public gallery the Presiding Member called the meeting to a 
close at 7.12pm. 
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