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Shire of Brookton 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held 13 February 2020 

 Commenced at 6.00 pm 
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1.02.20 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

 
Attendance 
The Presiding Member opened the meeting at 6.00pm and welcomed Councillors and Staff. 
 
Acknowledgement of Country  
On behalf of Council I would like to acknowledge that this meeting is being held on the traditional lands of 
the Nyoongar People and pay respect to all Elders, past, present and emerging. I wish to acknowledge and 
respect local people’s continuing culture and the contribution they make to Country and its life. 
 
Elected Members (Voting)   
Cr KL Crute   (Shire President)    
Cr NC Walker   (Deputy Shire President)      
Cr RT Fancote 
Cr MG Macnab 
Cr TD Lilly 
Cr BK Watts 
   
 
Staff (Non-Voting) 
Ian D’Arcy   Chief Executive Officer   
Vicki Morris   Manager Corporate and Community 
Danni Chard   Executive Governance Officer 
 
Apologies 
Cr CE Hartl  
Cr NC Walker 
Mr Kim Mills 
 
Members of the Public 
Mr Barry Coote 
Mr David Bond 
Mrs Carol Bond 
Mr Les Eyre 
Mrs Jo Walters 
Mrs Susan Pike 
Mr Lindsay Eva 
Mrs Jan Eva 
Mr Graham Wearne 
Mr Eric Pech 
Mrs Lyn Pech 
Mr Ashley Hobbs 
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2.02.20  DECLARATIONS BY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 

 
Members and Officers to declare Financial, Proximity or Impartiality Interests & submit forms to the 
Chief Executive Officer at the commencement of the meeting and also prior to the item. 

 
Disclosure of Financial & Proximity Interests 

a. Members must disclose the nature of their interest in matters to be considered at the  meeting.  
(Sections 5.60B and 5.65 of the Local Government Act 1995). 

b. Employees must disclose the nature of their interest in reports or advice when giving the 
 report or advice to the meeting.  (Sections 5.70 and 5.71 of the Local Government Act 1995). 
 
 

Disclosure of Interest Affecting Impartiality 
a. Members and staff must disclose their interest in matters to be considered at the meeting in 

respect of which the member or employee has given or will give advice.  
 

Financial, Proximity and Impartiality Interests 
 

Item no. Members/Officers Type of 
Interest 

Nature of Interest 

Nil.     
 
 

3.02.20 BUSINESS OF THE MEETING 

 

3.02.20.01 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL MEETING 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the minutes of the Annual Electors Meeting of the Shire of Brookton held on 17th January 2019 as 
circulated, be adopted as a true and correct record of proceedings.  
 
AEM 02.20-01 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
MOVED Cr Lilly   SECONDED Cr Macnab  
 
That the minutes of the Annual Electors Meeting of the of the Shire of Brookton held on 17th January 
2019 as circulated, be adopted as a true and correct record of proceedings. 
 

CARRIED BY SIMPLE MAJORITY VOTE 5-0 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 3.02.19.01A – Annual Electors Meeting Minutes, 17 January 2019  

(available under separate cover)  
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3.02.20.02 ANNUAL REPORT, ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND AUDITORS REPORT FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2019 

File No: ADM0323 
Date of Meeting: 13 February 2020 
Author and Authorising Officer: Ian D’Arcy – Chief Executive Officer  
Declaration of Interest: Nil          

 
Statutory Environment:   
Pursuant to Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996, there is a need for the 
electors for the Shire of Brookton to firstly receive and then accept the Annual Report that includes the Annual 
Financial Statements and Auditor’s Report for the 2017/2018 year. 
 
A copy of the Shire of Brookton Annual Report 2017/2018 is provided as Attachment 2.01.19.01A. 
 
Matters to be Considered:  
Attendees of the meeting are welcome to request clarification or further information in relation to the following 
components of the 2017/2018 Annual Report:    
 

▪ Shire President’s Report 
▪ Chief Executive Officer’s Report 
▪ Other statutory reporting  
▪ Financial Report and Statements  
▪ Auditor’s Report  

 

RECOMMENDATION 1 
That the Annual Report for the Shire of Brookton for the 2018/2019 incorporating the Annual Financial 
Statements and the Auditor’s Report for the year be RECEIVED.  
 
Questions from the floor on the 2018/19 Annual Report and Financial Report may be entertained at the 
discretion of the Presiding Member.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 2 
That the Annual Report for the Shire of Brookton for the 2018/2019 incorporating the Annual Financial 
Statements and the Auditor’s Report for the year be ACCEPTED.  
 

Attachments 
3.02.19.02A – Annual Report, Annual Financial Statements and Auditors Report for the year ended 30 June 

2019 
 

AEM 02.20-02 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
MOVED Cr Fancote   SECONDED Cr Watts  
 
That the Annual Report for the Shire of Brookton for the year 2018/2019 incorporating the Annual 
Financial Statements and the Auditor’s Report for the year be received. 
 

CARRIED 
 
The Presiding Member then called for any questions from the floor in relation to the 2018/2019 Annual 
Report, Annual Financial Statements and the Auditor’s Report. 
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Mr Barry Coote 
 
QUESTION 1:  
 
Mr Coote - Can you confirm the budget surplus in the 2018/2019 financial year?  
 
ANSWER: 
 
Shire President - The surplus was $874,916 as specified on page #3 of the Financial Report for the 2018-19 
financial year.  
 
QUESTION 2:  
 
Mr Coote - Does the surplus include any money from the Sale of Kalkarni?  
 
ANSWER: 

 
Shire President – The sale of the Kalkarni Aged care Facility settled on the 17th January 2020, so it is not 
included in the surplus for the 2018-19 financial year.  
 
AEM 02.20-03 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
MOVED Cr Lilly   SECONDED Cr Fancote  
 
That the Annual Report for the Shire of Brookton for the year 2018/2019 incorporating the Annual 
Financial Statements and the Auditor’s Report for the year be accepted. 
 

CARRIED  
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Attachment 3.02.19.02A 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    8 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    9 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    10 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    11 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    12 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    13 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    14 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    15 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    16 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    17 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    18 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    19 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    20 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    21 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    22 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    23 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    24 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    25 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    26 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    27 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    28 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    29 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    30 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    31 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    32 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    33 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    34 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes         35 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    
     36 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    37 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes         38 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    39 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    40 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    41 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    
     42 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes         43 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    
     44 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes         45 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    
     46 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes         47 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    
     48 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    49 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    50 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    51 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    52 

 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    53 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    54 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    55 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes         56 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    57 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    58 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes    
    
 59 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   60 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   61 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   62 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   63 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   64 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   65 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   66 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   67 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   68 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   69 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   70 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   71 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   72 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   73 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   74 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   75 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   76 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   77 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   78 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   79 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   80 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   81 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   82 

 

 



Shire of Brookton, Annual Electors Meeting 13th February 2020, Minutes   83 

 

4.02.20 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

The Presiding Member may entertain questions and/or statements from the floor. Such questions or 
statements of a general nature should be pertinent to Local Government business and differ from 
matters applicable the 2018/19 Annual Report and Financial Report.   

 
It should also be noted that a recommendation maybe put forward by a member of the public for the 
Council’s consideration, but in doing so will require a mover and seconder, and a vote by all those 
present at the meeting. If a recommendation is moved by a simple majority, this recommendation will 
then be presented to Council at its March 2020 Ordinary Meeting for consideration/determination. 
 
Questions without prior Notice 
 
Mrs. Jan Eva  
 
QUESTION:  
Mrs. Eva - Has the Shire any plans drawn up for any building to occupy the Town Hall space and how 
does this fit with the Strategic Plan the community worked on with the Shire and also how this fits with 
the Municipal Inventory?  
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President - The Council has not made any future plans at this stage for replacing the Town Hall.  
 

 
Mr. David Bond  
 
QUESTION 1:  
Mr. Bond - WB Eva Pavilion: Noting that the horizontal corrugated iron cladding used, is showing signs of 
corrosion and deterioration, is it made from Australia steel, or imported material? 
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President- I will refer this question to the Former Shire President, Mr Barry Coote who confirmed 
the cladding is Australian manufactured.  
 
QUESTION 2:  
Mr. Bond - Is the drainage of the roof directly onto the pathways being addressed?  
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President - The Shire is aware of design flaws with the building and are actively working with the 
builder to rectify the design faults. Trades were here last week to address some of the drainage issues.  
 
QUESTION 3:  
Mr. Bond - Will the Council be publicly giving their views on the historical significant of our Memorial Hall 
and the Brookton Railway Station?   
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President - At this stage, the Shire and Council are completing their due diligence in regards to 
these buildings. For the Railway Station building the next step in the process is to speak with the Shire’s 
insurance provider to discuss the risks, after that, we will contact the land owner (Public Transport 
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Authority). Following this, for both buildings we will entertain broad community consultation in the 
options available before determining the way forward.  
 
QUESTION 4:  
Mr. Bond - Will the Council publicly announce how it views and values the earlier May 2014 
Management Plan/Report?  
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President – All Councillors and the CEO have received your previous list of questions on this matter, 
but are yet to discuss its position as the Council’s Corporate Briefing Forum is not until the 20th February 
2020. Following this discussion a written response to those questions will be forwarded to you.  
 
For the public record a copy of the letter sent to Mr. Bond is provided as an attachment to these 
minutes. (Attachment 4.02.20A)  
 
QUESTION 5:  
Mr. Bond - I assume that each year the Shire allows a certain amount in their budget for repairs and 
maintenance to the Memorial Hall and to the Railway Station, What have those amounts totaled over 
the past 6 years, and have they been spent on maintenance of these buildings?  
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President – I will need to take this question on notice as I do not have this information readily 
available.   
 
QUESTION 6:  
Mr. Bond - One would assume it is a requirement of the Shire to maintain our public buildings (and those 
under its care) in good serviceable condition, am I correct?  
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President - Yes, you are correct. The Shire is responsible for the maintenance of civic buildings and 
other assets, which can be argued as not having been done well.  However, rather than looking back at 
what we cannot change, we must look forward to what we can achieve, which is where the Council is 
now.  
 

 
Mr. Barry Coote  
 
QUESTION:  
Mr. Coote - Rail Corridor – could it be investigated trying to purchase the land, rather than lease. If the 
Shire did own it then they have control, including over assets Shire owned. 
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President – Barry I think you are referring to the Rail Reserve not the Corridor as the Shire cannot 
purchase the Rail Corridor which accommodates most of the Shire owned assets.   The idea to purchase 
the Rail Reserve is one certainly worth considering. 
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Mr. Lindsay Eva   
 
QUESTION 1:  
Mr. Eva - I have previously requested that the gravel section at the South End of the Pavilion Building to 
be brick paved, as it poses a risk to the Community members give the slant also? 
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President - I acknowledge your request.  
 
QUESTION 2:  
Mr. Eva - Has any research (enquiry) been made re: similar railway stations which have been restored 
and used by community organisations for the betterment of our community and restoring the historical 
value?  
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President – The Public Transport Authority own the Railway Station building with a conversation 
yet to occur. As I have repeatedly expressed to the Community, both in person and through press 
releases, the Shire is committed to developing a number of options available to the community, including 
for example: restoration, improvements, or demolition and replacement. The Council will then undertake 
a community consultation process to provide feedback and guidance to the Council with the way 
forward. I can only ask for patience from the community as the Shire goes about doing its due diligence.   
 
QUESTION 3:  
Mr. Eva - Was the Engineering Report completed by a qualified Engineer? I question the quality of the 
report the Shire has accepted with errors, such as a photo with a spirit level being used upside down, and 
struggle to understand why the Council would pay a lot of money and accept the information in this  
report when is so poorly written and does not provide any design solutions.   
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President – Yes, the report has been prepared by a qualified structural engineer who has visually 
inspected and assessed the integrity of the building and provided Council with a clear understanding of 
its current condition, including indicative costs to repair or replace the building. He was not asked to 
provide engineering detail on repairing the building at this stage as it is not the Shire’s building.       
 

 
Mr. Les Eyre  
 
QUESTION 1:  
MR. Eyre - Has the Ranger and Chief Fire Control Officer completed the Fire Break Inspections in the 
Brookton Townsite? As I am aware of 6-8 properties which have very tall wild oats growing.  
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President - I acknowledge your question and strongly suggest these properties be reported through 
to the Shire Administration for action and follow up by the Shire Ranger.   
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QUESTION 2:  
Mr. Eyre - Is the newly purchased leaf blower being utilized by the Shire Staff? 
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President – I understand there has been some issues with this equipment and further engineering is 
performed on the canopy at the back due to the velocity of the suction, where the leaves are being 
pushed through the machine and not being retained in the catcher. 
 

 
Mrs. Sue Pike  
 
QUESTION:  
Mrs. Pike - Has the Brookton Shire reviewed its Water Resources for the Town & Shire? If so, is it 
available to the rate payers, and where is it in the Financial Report? I ask this in relation to the 
prevalence of bushfires and other Shire’s finding themselves short of water flowing from the water pipes 
coming into the Wheatbelt, in particular from the Harris River Water Supply, and the aging infrastructure 
of the pipes in particular.  
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President - I am not aware of any such concerns for the Shire of Brookton but will take your 
question on notice.  
 

 
Mr. Graeme Wearne  
 
QUESTION 1:  
Mr. Wearne - What is the status of the Town Hall? Are there plans for buildings on that site? Is it deemed 
by Council that it will be pulled down? 
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President – As previously mentioned the Council has no plans at this stage for the Town Hall to be 
demolished.  
 
QUESTION 2:  
Mr. Wearne - Has the Council formally approached the Public Transport Authority regarding Station 
Refurbishment activity? 
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President - At this stage, no. The Shire’s insurance provider is attending the Council meeting next 
week regarding the risk associated with the licence agreement. Once that conversation has occurred and 
is fully understood, the CEO will contact the Public Transport Authority to discuss the situation with 
them.  
 
CEO – The Community needs to be patient and mindful there is more complexity with the Railway Station 
as the Shire is not the owner, yet has accepted the liability of the owner under the current agreement. 
This also needs to be a consideration of Council as it moves forward in accepting the risk on behalf of the 
community.   
 
QUESTION 3:  
Mr. Wearne - What was the purpose of the horizontal boring on Withall St under the Railway?  
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ANSWER: 
Shire President - The purpose was to put a second pipeline under the railway to bring fresh Happy Valley 
water to the oval and the school through the existing pipe network along Withall Street.   
 

 
Mr. Eric Pech  
 
QUESTION:  
Mr. Pech - What impact will the Kalkarni funds have over the Council’s ability to obtain Grant Funding. 
Was this looked into prior to the sale of Kalkarni? 
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President - The Council’s role is to look at how we deal with this money, we need to use it wisely, 
and put a portion of it away for the future. The Shire contacted the Local Government Grant’s 
Commission, where they indicated in today’s climate that the sale proceeds would not affect the 
eligibility of future grants. 
 
 

 
Mrs. Lyn Pech  
 
QUESTION:  
Mrs. Pech - Over the past 11 years whilst attending Line Dancing in the Memorial Hall on a weekly basis, 
it is my observation that little to no work or money has been spent on it; which I find disappointing.  
 
ANSWER: 
Shire President – I acknowledge your statement.  
 

5.02.20 NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE 

 
There being no further business the Shire President closed the Annual Electors meeting at 6.39pm. 
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Attachment 4.02.20A 
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