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No plans for the original brick and iron hall were found in this research.  The form of the hall is suggested to 
be the simple rectangular structure which now [2014] serves as the Choral Society store room located to the 
east of the Lesser Hall.   

Almost immediately the hall was well used by the community for a wide range of social events.  Most 
significantly, the hall was also the venue for the first meeting of the Brookton Roads Board on 10 September 
1906.22 

 

Figure 13 First Brookton Road Board Meeting, 10 
September 1906 in Agricultural Hall 

 Courtesy Shire of Brookton as 
reproduced in Athol Thomas Kalkarni, p. 
86.  

 

 

An example of a more informal event was described in the local press in April 1908.  

 A correspondent writes from Brookton under date March 26:-A very pleasant social was given last evening 
in the Brookton Agricultural Hall, under the auspices of the hall committee.  About seventy ladies and 
gentlemen met together, at the invitation of the president, Mr. W. J McGrath, to bid bon voyage to Mrs. 
Gunnell who is returning to South Australia. An enjoyable and varied programme was presented, the 
performers being Mrs. Gunnell, Miss Wearne, Messrs. Dobbie, Lane, and Lloyd. The president referred in 
felicitous terms to the guest of the evening, and Mr. Shephard supported him. Mr. Wm. Humphrey replied 
in suitable terms on behalf of Mrs. Gunnell. After supper, games and music were provided, and the singing 
of "Auld Lang Syne" concluded a very pleasant evening.23 

In 1908, Ernest Giles was commissioned to design the Brookton Roads Board Offices and the Brookton 
Anglican Rectory.24  This would suggest that the work he had undertaken in the town was generally well 
received.   

In 1908, the committee requested the title deeds of the property from the state government however the 
government did not agree to this request25.  The reserve was vested in the Trustees of the Agricultural Hall.26 

The hall was obviously being frequently used throughout the 1900s as the committee wrote to the Under 
Secretary of Works requesting further funds to improve the hall in November 1909.  As the Chairman S. 
Shephard wrote, it was ‘absolutely necessary to enlarge the present building and has proposed to add two 
                                                           
22  Thomas, Athol Kalkarni p. 86. 
23  The Western Mail, 4 April 1908, p. 41 
24  The West Australian 25 July 1908, p. 3. 
25  Letter from Brookton Agricultural Hall committee to Colonial Secretary, 31 January 1908, folio 25, file 

1927/0171, Cons 689, SROWA. 
26  Reserve 9015, enquiry detail, Landgate, accessed January 2014 
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